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Abstract: This study examines the linguistic phenomenon of particle alternation (tanawub/niyabah) in
Arabic, focusing on how relational particles (hurif al-ma ‘ani) may substitute for one another within
specific semantic contexts. Although widely recognized in Arabic linguistic tradition, the limits and
mechanisms of this alternation remain debated among classical and modern scholars. The study
demonstrates that alternation is not arbitrary; it is governed by strict semantic and contextual
conditions inherited from early grammar scholarship. Through a historical, inductive, and descriptive
methodology, the research traces grammatical school differences, especially between Basran and
Kufan approaches. The findings confirm that Basrans often rely on semantic implication (tadmin),
while Kufans permit alternation only when supported by usage. The paper concludes that careful
contextual analysis is essential to prevent semantic distortion and ensure accurate interpretation of
Arabic texts—particularly the Qur’an and classical literature.
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